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The church is open for personal prayer:
Tuesdays and Thursdays
9:00-10:00 am and 5:00-7:00 pm
Adoration of the Exposed Blessed Sacrament is
5:00-6:00 pm on Tuesdays.






Reconciliation:
Tuesday 5:00-6:00 pm, Thursday 9:00-10:00 am
and by appointment (call 360-823-2824)



Fr. Gary is available by phone and email:
360-823-2824 fatherl@stjoevan.org




Contact the parish:
 By mail: 6600 Highland Drive, Vancouver, WA
98661
 By phone: (360) 696-4407
 General email: parishoffice@stjoevan.org
 Staff contacts: www.stjoevan.org/staff
 Website: www.stjoevan.org















Life ~ Justice ~ Peace

FILCOPA (Filipino Council for Pastoral Affairs)
and the

Multicultural Communities of the Archdiocese of Seattle
invite all to

A Day of Reflection

“Simbang Gabi” (Filipino Night Mass) Retreat

Devotion to the
Blessed Mother in
Early Christianity
A Reflection with the

Most Reverend
Daniel H. Mueggenborg
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese of Seattle

Saturday, 9:00am
October 10, 2020
Virtual Retreat via Zoom
(a free event)

08:45am: Digital Doors Open
09:00am: Eucharistic Celebration (Catholic Mass)
09:45am: Reflection with Bishop Mueggenborg
(1st Session)

10:45am: Reflection with Bishop Mueggenborg
(2nd Session)

11:40am: Rosary (multi-dialect)
12:00pm: End of Event

Please register online by October 7, 2020.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4EA4AF29ABF4C07-adayof
All registrants will receive the Zoom link on October 8, 2020
(via email from FilcopaRetreat@gmail.com)
For inquiries about this retreat only (registrations not accepted through this email):

FILCOPARetreat@gmail.com

LIVE THE GOSPEL OF LIFE
“to imitate Christ and follow in his footsteps”
The Gospel of Life 51

Twenty-five years ago, Pope St. John Paul II wrote
that the Gospel of life is at the heart of Jesus’ saving
message to the world (Evangelium vitae 1). In taking
on human flesh, dwelling among us, and sacrificing
his very life for our redemption, Christ reveals the
profound dignity of every human person. This Godgiven dignity does not change with our stage of life,
abilities, level of independence, or any other varying
circumstance.
Rather, it is rooted in the permanent fact that each of
us is made in the image and likeness of God, created
to share in the very life of God himself. The human
person is a “manifestation of God in the world, a
sign of his presence, a trace of his glory” (EV 34).
And we must reflect this truth in how we act and
how we treat one another.
The truth of the Gospel of life is at the foundation
of who we are as followers of Christ. In his earthly
life, Jesus provided the perfect model for how we are
to love our neighbor and live out the Gospel call:
“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of
these my brethren, you did it to me” (Mt. 25:40).
Jesus calls each of us to “care for the other as a
person for whom God has made us responsible” (EV
87). The Gospel of life is intrinsic to the whole
Christian life and foundational to the decisions we
make on a daily basis. For, “the Gospel of God’s love
for man, the Gospel of the dignity of the person and

the Gospel of life are a single and indivisible Gospel”
(EV 2, emphasis added).
In his encyclical on the Gospel of life, Pope St.
John Paul II recognizes the full range of threats
against human life, from poverty and malnutrition
to murder and war. He places particular emphasis,
however, on threats to life at its beginning and end—
precisely when it is most in need of protection. In
modern times, children in their mothers’ wombs and
those approaching the end of their lives are certainly
among the “least of these” in our world’s estimation.
Practices such as abortion and assisted suicide
tragically reject the truth that human life is always to
be cherished and defended with loving concern.
As the Church celebrates the 25th anniversary of
Pope St. John Paul II’s prophetic encyclical, let us
reflect on how we personally live out the Gospel:
Do I talk about and act towards others as I would
talk about and treat Jesus himself ? Do I inform
myself of the Church’s teachings and engage in the
civic arena as first a follower of Christ? Do I support
and advocate for laws and policies that protect and
defend human life? Do I help pregnant and parenting
mothers in need? Am I ready to support a loved one
nearing death?
Through the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
may Our Lord grant us the grace to truly and
courageously live his Gospel of life.

Excerpts from Evangelium vitae, © 1995, Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Scriptural excerpts from Lectionary for Mass for Use in the
Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997,
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. Used with permission. All rights reserved. iStock.com/ monkeybusinessimages. Models used for illustrative purposes only. Photos used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright © 2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.
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The Challenge of
Forming Consciences
for Faithful Citizenship
Part I of II: Our Call as Catholic Citizens
This brief document is Part I of a summary of the US bishops’ reflection, Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship, which complements the teaching of bishops in dioceses and states.

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship is the teaching document
of the Catholic Bishops of the United States on the political responsibility of Catholics. It provides guidance for all who seek to exercise
their rights and duties as citizens. As Catholics, we bring the richness
of our faith to the public square. We draw from both faith and reason
as we seek to affirm the dignity of the human person and the common
good of all.
Everyone living in this country is called to participate in public
life and contribute to the common good.1 In Rejoice and Be Glad
[Gaudete et exsultate], Pope Francis writes:
Your identification with Christ and his will involves a commitment to build with him that kingdom of love, justice and
universal peace. . . . You cannot grow in holiness without
committing yourself, body and soul, to giving your best to
this endeavor.2
As Catholics, we are part of a community with profound teachings
that help us consider challenges in public life, contribute to greater
justice and peace for all people, and evaluate policy positions, party
platforms, and candidates’ promises and actions in light of the Gospel
in order to help build a better world.

Why Does the Church Teach About
Issues Affecting Public Policy?
The Church’s obligation to participate in shaping the moral character
of society is a requirement of our faith, a part of the mission given
to us by Jesus Christ. As people of both faith and reason, Catholics
are called to bring truth to political life and to practice Christ’s commandment to “love one another” (Jn 13:34).
The US Constitution protects the right of individual believers
and religious bodies to proclaim and live out their faith without government interference, favoritism, or discrimination. Civil law should
recognize and protect the Church’s right and responsibility to participate in society without abandoning its moral convictions. Our nation’s
tradition of pluralism is enhanced, not threatened, when religious
groups and people of faith bring their convictions into public life. The
Catholic community brings to political dialogue a consistent moral
framework and broad experience serving those in need.

Who in the Church Should Participate in
Political Life?
In the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and
participation in political life is a moral obligation. As Catholics, we
should be guided more by our moral convictions than by our attachment to any political party or interest group. In today’s environment,
Catholics may feel politically disenfranchised, sensing that no party
and few candidates fully share our comprehensive commitment to
human life and dignity. This should not discourage us. On the contrary, it makes our obligation to act all the more urgent. Catholic lay
women and men need to act on the Church’s moral principles and

become more involved: running for office, working within political
parties, and communicating concerns to elected officials. Even those
who cannot vote should raise their voices on matters that affect their
lives and the common good. Faithful citizenship is an ongoing responsibility, not just an election year duty.

How Can Catholic Social Teaching Help
Guide Our Participation?
In the words of Pope Francis, “progress in building a people in peace,
justice and fraternity depends on four principles related to constant
tensions present in every social reality. These derive from the pillars
of the Church’s social doctrine, which serve as ‘primary and fundamental parameters of reference for interpreting and evaluating social
phenomena.’”3 The four principles include the dignity of the human
person, the common good, subsidiarity, and solidarity. Taken together,
these principles provide a moral framework for Catholic engagement
in advancing what we have called a “consistent ethic of life” (Living
the Gospel of Life, no. 22).
Rightly understood, this ethic does not treat all issues as morally
equivalent; nor does it reduce Catholic teaching to one or two issues.
It anchors the Catholic commitment to defend human life and other
human rights, from conception until natural death, in the fundamental obligation to respect the dignity of every human being as a child
of God.
Catholic voters should use Catholic teaching to examine candidates’ positions on issues and should consider candidates’ integrity,
philosophy, and performance. It is important for all citizens “to see
beyond party politics, to analyze campaign rhetoric critically, and to
choose their political leaders according to principle, not party affiliation or mere self-interest” (USCCB, Living the Gospel of Life, no.
33). The following summary of the four principles highlights several
themes of Catholic social teaching for special consideration: these
include human rights and responsibilities, respect for work and
the rights of workers, care for God’s creation, and the preferential
option for the poor and vulnerable.4

The Dignity of the Human Person
Human life is sacred because every person is created in the image and
likeness of God. There is a rich and multifaceted Catholic teaching
on human dignity summarized in the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. Every human being “must always be understood in
his unrepeatable and inviolable uniqueness . . . This entails above all the
requirement not only of simple respect on the part of others, especially political and social institutions and their leaders with regard
to every man and woman on the earth, but even more, this means
that the primary commitment of each person towards others, and
particularly of these same institutions, must be for the promotion
and integral development of the person” (no. 131). The Compendium
continues, “It is necessary to ‘consider every neighbor without exception as another self, taking into account first of all his life and the
means necessary for living it with dignity’ (Gaudium et Spes, no. 27).

Every political, economic, social, scientific and cultural program must
be inspired by the awareness of the primacy of each human being
over society.”5

Subsidiarity
It is impossible to promote the dignity of the person without showing
concern for the family, groups, associations, and local realities—in
short, for those economic, social, cultural, recreational, professional,
and political communities to which people spontaneously give life
and which make it possible for them to achieve effective social
growth.6 The family, based on marriage between a man and a woman,
is the fundamental unit of society. This sanctuary for the creation
and nurturing of children must not be redefined, undermined, or
neglected. Supporting families should be a priority for economic and
social policies. How our society is organized—in economics and politics, in law and public policy—affects the well-being of individuals
and of society. Every person and association has a right and a duty to
participate in shaping society to promote the well-being of individuals
and the common good.
The principle of subsidiarity reminds us that larger institutions
in society should not overwhelm or interfere with smaller or local
institutions; yet larger institutions have essential responsibilities
when the more local institutions cannot adequately protect human
dignity, meet human needs, and advance the common good.7

Solidarity
Solidarity is “a firm and persevering determination to commit oneself
to . . . the good of all and of each individual, because we are all really
responsible for all.” It is found in “a commitment to the good of one’s
neighbor with the readiness, in the Gospel sense, to ‘lose oneself’ for
the sake of the other instead of exploiting him, and to ‘serve him’
instead of oppressing him for one’s own advantage.”11
We are one human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic,
economic, and ideological differences. Our Catholic commitment
to solidarity requires that we pursue justice, eliminate racism, end
human trafficking, protect human rights, seek peace, and avoid the
use of force except as a necessary last resort.
In a special way, our solidarity must find expression in the preferential option for the poor and vulnerable. A moral test for society is
how we treat the weakest among us—the unborn, those dealing with
disabilities or terminal illness, the poor, and the marginalized.

Conclusion
In light of Catholic teaching, the bishops vigorously repeat their call
for a renewed politics that focuses on moral principles, the promotion
of human life and dignity, and the pursuit of the common good. Political participation in this spirit reflects not only the social teaching of
our Church but the best traditions of our nation.

The Common Good
The common good is comprised of “the sum total of social conditions
which allow people, either as groups or as individuals, to reach their
fulfilment more fully and more easily.”8
Human dignity is respected and the common good is fostered only
if human rights are protected and basic responsibilities are met.
Every human being has a right to life, a right to religious freedom, and
a right to have access to those things required for human decency—
food and shelter, education and employment, health care and housing. Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities—to
ourselves, to our families, and to the larger society.
The economy must serve people, not the other way around. An
economic system must serve the dignity of the human person and
the common good by respecting the dignity of work and protecting
the rights of workers. Economic justice calls for decent work at fair,
living wages, a broad and fair legalization program with a path to citizenship for immigrant workers, and the opportunity for all people to
work together for the common good through their work, ownership,
enterprise, investment, participation in unions, and other forms of
economic activity. Workers also have responsibilities—to provide a
fair day’s work for a fair day’s pay, to treat employers and coworkers
with respect, and to carry out their work in ways that contribute to
the common good. Workers, employers, and unions should not only
advance their own interests but also work together to advance economic justice and the well-being of all.
We have a duty to care for God’s creation, which Pope Francis
refers to in Laudato Si’ as “our common home.”9 We all are called
to be careful stewards of God’s creation and to ensure a safe and
hospitable environment for vulnerable human beings now and in
the future. Pope Francis, consistent with St. John Paul II and Pope
Benedict XVI (World Day of Peace Message, 1990 and 2010), has
lifted up pollution, climate change, lack of access to clean water, and
the loss of biodiversity as particular challenges. Pope Francis speaks
of an “ecological debt” (no. 51) owed by wealthier nations to developing nations. And he calls all of us to an “ecological conversion”
(no. 219), by which “the effects of [our] encounter with Jesus Christ
become evident in [our] relationship with the world around [us]”.10
Indeed, this concern with “natural ecology” is an indispensable part of
the broader “human ecology,” which encompasses not only material
but moral and social dimensions as well.

Notes
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2
3
4

Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 1913-15.
Gaudete et Exsultate, no. 25.
Evangelii Gaudium, no. 221
These principles are drawn from a rich tradition more fully described in the
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church from the Pontifical Council
for Justice and Peace (Washington, DC: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2005), no. 160. For more information on these principles, see
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 2016, nos. 40ff.
5 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 132. This summary
represents only a few highlights from the fuller treatment of the human
person in the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. For the fuller
treatment, see especially nos. 124-159 where many other important aspects
of human dignity are treated.
6 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 185.
7 Centesimus Annus, no. 48; Dignitatis Humanae, nos. 4-6.
8 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 164
9 Laudato Si’, no. 77.
10 Laudato Si’, no. 217.
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20:25; Mk 10:42-45; Lk 22:25-27)
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PACIFIC

Parish Discount

• 24 Hour Service
• Commercial
& Residential
• parishioner • school family • alumni

PLUMBING & DRAIN

360.326.8800

Craig Wm. Wong, DMD
(360) 695-2400
• Wisdom Teeth Extraction
• Dental Implants
• IV Sedation

MARTEL

WEALTH ADVISORS, INC.

American Marble &
Granite

Investment & Retirement Income

Granite ♦ Marble ♦ Quartz

360-833-9905

Mark S. Martel, CFP® Parish Member – School Alumni
360.694.9940 | 2001 SE Columbia River Drive, Suite 100 (Next door to Beaches)
Marianna Kuhn

Licensed Sales Representative
(360) 433-2108, TTY 711

MyUHCagent.com/Marianna.Kuhn

Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare
Insurance Company and its affiliated
companies, a Medicare Advantage
organization with a Medicare contract.
Enrollment in the plan depends on the
plan’s contract renewal with Medicare.

Kurt Truong, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Certified American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

www.Shurway.com

www.american-marble.com

Your Outdoor
Projects &
Remodeling
Store

Vancouver - 360-693-4737
Portland - 503-286-3568

Contact Kim Bent • kbent@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2553

Dr. Huong Le, DMD

Specialist in
Specialist
inOrthdodontics
Orthodontics

360.817.2747

pleasantvalleypedsdent.com

360-573-3176

14201 NE 20th Ave. #C-102 Vancouver WA
Se Habla Español

www.AllStarBraces.com
Braces for all Ages

Braces
forBraces
all Ages
Traditional
Dr. Huong Le, DMD
Specialist in Orthdodontics

360.817.2747

www.AllStarBraces.com

Now Hiring Caregivers

Now Hiring Caregivers
Base Wage: $16.45-$19.85

Base Wage: $15.50-$18.00

Excellent Health benefits •• Paid Time Off/Retirement
To apply:
ccsww.org/careers
1-877-870-1582

Braces for all Ages
Traditional Braces
Clear Braces
Invisalign

Clear Braces

Complimentary Consultation

Invisalign
Invisalign
2115 SE 192nd Ave. Suite 102
Dr. Huong
Le, DMD
Camas, WA 98607
Specialist in Orthdodontics

360.817.2747
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Braces for all Ages
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Complimentary Consultation
2115 SE 192nd Ave. Suite 102
Camas, WA 98607
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Camas, WA 98607
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Statues • CD’s • Patron Saint Medals
807 1/2 Grand Blvd, Vancouver, WA

www.queenofpeacecatholicstore.com
“Coffee for
a Cause”
Delivered straight to your door

BetterWorldBeans.com

GOT MOLD?
Demolition free mold
remediation/removal.
Dry fog technology.
360-601-4360

Greenen & Greenen PLLC
Ronald Greenen • Therése Greenen • Lisa Toth • Karen Manker

Established Law Firm Since 1892
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wills/ Trusts
Guardianship
Probate
Vulnerable Adult
Protection
Personal Injury
Real Estate
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Family Law

* Parish Members
* Nominal Charge for 1st
Consultation
* Free Consultation for:
Estate Planning
Personal Injury

(360) 694-1571

www.greenenpllc.com
1104 Main Street, Suite 400, Vanc, WA 98660
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