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The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him:
a spirit of wisdom and of understanding,
a spirit of counsel and of strength,
a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD,
and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD.
—Isaiah 11:2-3

Parish

Mass

School

Reconciliation
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. Joseph
Monday
7:30-8:15 am—12/16, 12/23
Tuesday
7:30-8:15 am—12/17
5-6:30 pm—12/3, 12/10, 12/17
Wednesday 7:30-8:15 am—12/18
Thursday
7:30-8:15 am—12/19
Saturday
8:30-10 am—12/7, 12/14, 12/21, 12/28
Additional Evenings with Individual Confession
12/18 6:30 pm, Holy Redeemer, Vancouver
12/19 6:30 pm, Sacred Heart, Battle Ground
12/19 7 pm, Our Lady of Lourdes, Vancouver

Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year
Monday, December 9 — 8:30 am

Saturday/Sunday, December 28/29, 2019
Regular Weekend Mass Schedule

Holy Day of Obligation
Tuesday, December 31 — 7 pm
Wednesday, January 1 — 10 am

Saturday/Sunday, January 4/5, 2020
Regular Weekend Mass Schedule
Saturday/Sunday, January 11/12, 2020
Regular Weekend Mass Schedule

Monday, December 16 — 6 pm
Holy Day of Obligation
*liturgies where incense will be used
Christmas Eve
Tuesday, December 24
5 pm, 7:30 pm*, 10 pm*
Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 25
9 am*, 11:30 am

The Parish Office is closed:
December 3
December 4, 3-4:30 pm
December 10
December 24 through January 1

We wish you and yours a blessed
Christmas Season!

St. Joseph Catholic Church  6600 Highland Drive, Vancouver, WA 98661  360-696-4407  www.stjoevan.org

St. Joseph’s Giving Tree ministry benefits the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul and local
nursing homes and rehabilitation centers.
You can help bring a Christmas blessing to
someone in our community this season.

Please take an
ornament tag
(or two!) and
purchase a gift for
someone in need.

Justice Marketplace
Dec. 7/8 and Dec.14/15
After all Masses
St. John Bosco Room
Come and select one-of-a-kind handmade
Christmas gifts from the Joyful Piecemakers. All
proceeds from these sales will go to the Society
of St. Vincent de Paul, earmarked for rent
assistance. There are many different items for
sale. Pick an ornament from the Giving Tree and
come shop with us to help families in need!
If you are in need of a prayer shawl or lap
blanket for a family member or loved one, speak
to one of the members at the Joyful Piecemakers'
tables. These items are made with love and
prayers and have been blessed by Father Gary.
They are given at no charge in the hope that they
will bring comfort.
The Life, Justice, and Peace Commission
continue their sale of chocolate, coffee, and Fair
Trade items this weekend. These items are unique
and support artisans throughout the world. And
don't miss out on all the chocolate goodness as
well as some of the best coffee you have ever
tasted!
Visit the table hosted by the Sister Parish
Committee to learn more about our sister parish
in Samoya, Kenya, as well as make a contribution
to “Hannah’s Shoes for Kenya”. Learn more about
this awesome fundraiser elsewhere in this bulletin.

INTERESTED IN SETON CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL?

Save the Date - Enrollment Open House 2020-2021
Sunday, January 26, 10am to 1:30pm
A community of faith, academics, and service






To schedule a tour contact Eileen Sherrill, Admissions Coordinator  eileens@stjoevanschool.org
www.stjoevanschool.org  6500 Highland Drive, Vancouver, WA 98661  360.696.2586

ANNUAL

Christmas
GIVING TREE

Advent has begun! It’s time again to help
make Christmas brighter for those in need.
The Giving Tree ministry benefits St.
Vincent de Paul and local nursing homes and
rehabilitation centers. The trees are up and
ready for you to select your gift recipient!
Your help is also needed to process the
returned gifts. Consider giving some time to
help with any of the following:

Sign up online at
https://www.volunteersignup.org/
YPK3A
Package Sorting

Friday, December 20 – Marian Hall
8:30 - 10:30 am

Gift Organization and Set-up

Friday, December 20 – Marian Hall
10:30 am - 12:30 pm and 12:30 - 3:00 pm

Package Delivery

Friday, December 20— Marian Hall
after everything else is done
Questions? Please contact Ginny Meyers,
360-513-1332 (texts are best)
Donations of wrapping paper, tape, and gift
bags will be gladly accepted. Place under the
Giving Tree.
Cash donations should be delivered to the
parish office with a notation for the
Giving Tree.
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AN ADVENT PRAYER
Lord God,
during this time of Advent
may your Word illuminate
all darkness in my life.
May one flame serve as a spark
to ignite in me a fire of desire for you.
May a second flame light a lamp
by which I may find my way to you.
May a third flame warm my heart
so I may love as you love.
And may a fourth flame shine so brightly
that the world may see your Word in me.
Come, Lord Jesus. Come, Emmanuel.
Use me to shine forth Your Word
to a world seeking light in the darkness.
Amen.

The Nativity
scene helps
us to be ever
mindful of
the great
love God
has for us

The Nativity Scene

D

o you remember having a Nativity
scene, or crèche, set up in your
house growing up as a child? If not,
perhaps you can recall visiting the
crèche at church, even if it was to snatch
a piece of hay to put into Mom’s purse.
Whatever the case, we all know that it is that
time of year when we see a manger filled
with animals and figures from the Bible.
It was St. Francis of Assisi that created the
first documented living Nativity scene in the
13th century and then that led to stationary
scenes of terracotta figures in many Italian
churches. These scenes were not specifically
intended for Advent or Christmas, as they
were often times on display all year round.

In the 16th century, we began
seeing Nativity scenes in the
homes of wealthy Italian families.
As the centuries went by, the
practice spread throughout
Europe and beyond. Today, you
can find Nativity sets made of all
types of materials and in all parts
of the world.
In Germany, particularly, the
custom developed where the
baby Jesus was withheld from
the manger until Christmas.
Sometimes, only animals were
placed in the manger, with various
human figures making their
debut as the days leading up to
Christmas passed. To this day,
many families maintain a tradition
where a child of the family will
ritually place the baby Jesus into
the manger on Christmas day.
Oftentimes, the Magi appear on
Epiphany as well.

The figures
inside the manger
remind us of
the real people
and the real
Jesus Christ
There are no steadfast rules of
how to display your crèche or of
what materials it should be made.
We should look at it the same
way we look at displaying photos
of our loved ones. The figures
inside the manger remind us of
the real people and the real Jesus
Christ. The scene helps us to be
ever mindful of the great love
God has for us: a love so great he
would become one of us in the
Incarnation.

OUR HUMAN DESTINY
Taken from the book Everyday Stewardship - Tracy Earl Welliver
In him we were also chosen, destined in accord with the purpose of the One who
accomplishes all things according to the intention of his will, so that we might exist for
the praise of his glory, we who first hoped in Christ. In him you also, who have heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have believed in him, were sealed
with the promised holy Spirit, which is the first installment of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s possession, to the praise of his glory. —Ephesians 1:11-14

S

aint John Paul II, on the feast of the Immaculate Conception,
wrote in his homily, “Sanctifying grace is, in fact, the divine
life as grafted into the human soul.” We begin life without
this grace due to original sin, but Mary was conceived
without original sin and, therefore, had this grace at her conception.
Saint John Paul II points out that Mary then was able to concern
herself with our redemption and say yes to being the Mother of God
in a “perfect and universal manner,” since she did not need to focus
that energy on herself. We are then to follow her example and use
the gift of grace that we receive through the sacraments and Jesus’
redemptive action of his passion to bring about the kingdom of God.
For Everyday Stewards, this is pretty heady stuff, but also very
important. The modern canonized saint uses this theology to
impress upon us the importance of not becoming cultural Catholics,
but committed disciples instead. He wrote the quoted homily in
1959, and that warning against the relegation of faith sounds even
more urgent today. Mary’s existence was key to God’s plan of
redemption. It was her destiny. We are called to build the kingdom
of God and share the good news of redemption, leading to the
conversion and then salvation of souls. That is our destiny.
We must never brush off the place we have in God’s plan. How
will those we see in our everyday lives
come to know the Lord and then
find salvation? Mary was the
instrument by which the
Incarnation came into the
world. We are called to be
the instruments by which
that same Jesus Christ
comes into the worlds of
those who do not know
him.
IDEA FOR RESPONSE
Start reading regularly a
good Catholic newspaper
or magazine, if you aren’t
already doing so.

Advent Q&A
How were the prophets able
to predict the coming of Jesus,
the Messiah?
The first reading for the Sundays
of Advent is taken from Old
Testament prophetic literature
(with the exception of the
reading from Samuel on the
Fourth Sunday of Advent in Cycle
B). These passages, along with
most other prophetic literature,
weren’t intended as predictors of
Jesus’ birth, life, and mission.
It is unfortunate that prophecy
is commonly understood as
predicting the future. A more
accurate way to understand
prophetic literature is to see it
as addressing social, political,
and religious issues of the day.
By taking on the mind and heart
of God, prophets call people to
more faithful covenant living.
Modern-day prophets such as
Gandhi, Martin Luther King, or
Dorothy Day do the same.
So there are no predictions of
Jesus in the Jewish Scriptures;
rather, what we have is the
reinterpretation of prophetic
texts by followers of Jesus who
understood these texts in a
new light as a result of their
Jesus experience and belief.
The original texts, written at a
specific time to address specific
issues, were later reinterpreted
and understood to contain other
meanings.
The process continues to our
own day as we strive to apply
the Scriptures to our twentyfirst-century faith reality. This is
what makes the Bible a living text
through which God continues
to speak. Let us listen with open
minds and hearts.
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Granite ♦ Marble ♦ Quartz

360-833-9905

Mark S. Martel, CFP® Parish Member – School Alumni
360.694.9940 | 2001 SE Columbia River Drive, Suite 100 (Next door to Beaches)
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Dr. Huong Le, DMD
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Specialist in Orthdodontics

360.817.2747

www.AllStarBraces.com

Vancouver - 360-693-4737
Portland - 503-286-3568

www.hamiltonmylan.com
www.hamiltonmylan.com

PACIFIC

American Marble &
Granite

Investment & Retirement Income

Braces for all Ages
Traditional Braces
Clear Braces
Invisalign

Parish Discount

• 24 Hour Service
• Commercial
& Residential
• parishioner • school family • alumni

PLUMBING & DRAIN

Complimentary Consultation

360.326.8800

2115 SE 192nd Ave. Suite 102
Camas, WA 98607

Craig Wm. Wong, DMD
(360) 695-2400
• Wisdom Teeth Extraction
• Dental Implants
• IV Sedation

NOW ENROLLING

Kurt Truong, D.D.S., M.S.D.

Schedule a Visit
Apply Online

Certified American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

pleasantvalleypedsdent.com

360-573-3176

14201 NE 20th Ave. #C-102 Vancouver WA

(360) 258-1932 • www.setonhigh.org

Se Habla Español
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Need help with Medicare?
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Janine Hawthorne
503-927-0436
Janine.Hawthorne@providence.org
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RX

8614 E. Mill Plain Blvd. #110, Vancouver

millplainmed.com

Ronald Greenen • Therése Greenen • Lisa Toth • Karen Manker

Established Law Firm Since 1892

•
•
•
•

* Parish Members
* Nominal Charge for 1st
Consultation
* Free Consultation for:
Estate Planning
Personal Injury

(360) 694-1571

www.greenenpllc.com
1104 Main Street, Suite 400, Vanc, WA 98660

			

Push

Fine Mexican Food

Greenen & Greenen PLLC
Wills/ Trusts
Guardianship
Probate
Vulnerable Adult
Protection
Personal Injury
Real Estate
Business
Family Law

Learn more: 360-553-4848
TouchmarkVancouver.com

Catholic Senior Special ~ Call Now!

MILL PLAIN
MEDICAL & PHARMACY
(360) 253-8993

•
•
•
•

A {FULL} LIFE
RETIREMENT
2.972 xCOMMUNITY
2.457

7900 E. Mill Plain Blvd. • Vancouver
Next to Parkrose Hardware Store
www.woodystacos.com
Mon.-Sat. 11am-9pm
Sunday 11am - 3pm

GREGG
DENTISTRY
“Gentle Quality Care”
Gary Gregg D.D.S.

*
*
*

Talk

Help is on
the way!

Freedom med Alert

No Contract * Free Equipment * Easy Installation
Waterproof Necklace * USA Made & Monitored
Maintain Your Independence & Peace-of-Mind

SPECIAL $19.95* PEr MonTH + frEE SHIPPIng
CALL ToLL frEE

1-877-318-4993

*fIrST 3 MonTHS onLy

Now Hiring Caregivers

Now Hiring Caregivers

Base Wage: $16.45-$19.85
Base
Wage: $15.50-$18.00

FAMILY DENTISTRY
& IMPLANTS

Excellent Health benefits •• Paid Time Off/Retirement
To apply:
ccsww.org/careers
1-877-870-1582

700 N. Devine Road
Vancouver

2.972 x 2.457

(360) 750-1385
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